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December 2025
National Update
LMC November 2025 Conference — England
Conference news and the conference recording
UK LMC May 2026 conference - please email ideas for motions to mail@leedimc.org. The BMA
has published guidance on writing conference motions.

GP Contract

OpenSAFELY has the full support of the BMA and RCGP and it is now a legal requirement to
activate it.

Online Consultations - there is widespread agreement that demand has surged without adequate
capacity planning, and worsening winter pressures. The BMA Survey on the impact of online
consultations showed significant concerns about the GP contract change. 73% of responding
practices have changed how they work as a result and many reported negative effects on both
patients and staff. 74% of practices had seen an increase in workload, 68% reported an increase in
stress and 54% said there was an increase in working hours. Watch a video of what GPs really
think about the online consultation changes.

On behalf of practices in England, GPC England disputes that the contract changes that came into
effect 1 October 2025 are safe for patients and staff and has requested NHS England urgently
work with the Joint GPIT committee on the necessary safeguards.

DHSC’s own 29th September public factsheet confirms patients shouldn’t be able to submit urgent
requests, as this policy change was only ever meant to include non-urgent online requests or
queries.

The Government has confirmed their commitment to GMS renewal within this Parliament, although
it is going to consult on changes on the 2026/27 GP contract more widely. GPCE see this as an
opportunity for mutual collaboration and may also consult more widely.

GPC England updates

The current dispute is as a result of Government failing to meaningfully engage with GPCE to
deliver the necessary safeguards for online consultation requests and queries by patients and GP
Connect (Update record) prior to 1 October 2025, which was a condition to agreeing the 2025/26
contract.

The Secretary of State for Health has written to all GPs in England, in response to GPC England
being firm in its position with regards the 1 October 2025 contract requirements. Practices must
retain the ability to manage their consultation systems safely, including when demand exceeds
safe capacity. GPCE urges colleagues to continue using safe working guidance.

GPCE has responded in writing and through Katie Brammall’s public messaging on unmet
demand, unsafe systems, unemployed GPs, and broken government promises, which has been
well received.

The Government subsequently reached out to GPCE on 28 November.

2026/27 GP contract negotiations

DHSC, NHSE and Number 10 officials have shared their proposals for the 2026/27 GP Contract in
a meeting with GPCE at the DHSC earlier this month. GPCE robustly articulated the need to
protect and promote practices and the GP workforce to ensure a sustainable and equitable general
practice that serves patients and their communities.

In a departure from usual practice, GPCE has published its high-level proposals, shared with
NHSE and DHSC, to support general practice.
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BMA briefing on the Autumn Budget

There are several measures in this that will likely impact General Practices, including a rise in the
living wage and a freeze in both personal tax rates and the threshold at which employer National
Insurance contributions are paid.

General Practice Premises

Findings from the GP premises survey have been shared in GPCE'’s latest letter to Karin Smith
MP. GPCE are hoping to explore a strategic system response with Government to the issue of GP
property costs.

Neighbourhood Health Services and Neighbourhood Health Centres (NHCs)

The UK Government has announced plans to create 250 new NHCs in England, 120 of which are
intended to be operational by 2030. It remains unclear how these will interact with existing GP
practices and other community services.

GPCE is concerned that the Government aims to use Public-Private Partnerships to fund the
construction of the new NHCs — we must not see a repeat of the 2000 Private Finance Initiative,
which some parts of the NHS are still paying off to private companies.

BMA guidance

A range of guidance on the changes to the 2025/26 contract is available on the BMA website.

The safe working guidance supports and enables practices to prioritise their delivery of safe, high-
quality patient care, within the regulatory and professional expectations of the GMS/PMS

contract. Patients first — GPCE’s vision for general practice outlines the essential changes that
need to happen to stop the loss of local practices, retain experienced NHS GPs in their surgeries,
and to fund practices to take on more GPs and more practice nurses to deliver more appointments.
The value of a GP paper sets out the intrinsic value and importance of GPs in affording and
securing the nation’s healthcare for the next generation.

The BMA and DVLA have reached an agreement on a fee increase for driving licence medical
forms for this non-contractual work. This is the first fee increase since 2012 and comes into effect
from 1 January 2026.

Immunisations

UKHSA guidance on consent for vaccination

The UKHSA has produced further guidance with regards to consent processes and non-registered
healthcare professionals in the provision of vaccination. This is following the concerns raised with
them over the updated minimum standards in vaccination training and the significant uncertainty
that it caused, particularly around the role of HCAs in vaccination clinics.

GPCE is continuing this issue with the UKHSA and other relevant bodies to develop more
expansive guidance.

COVID and flu specifications for 2026

NHSE has published a joint COVID and flu specification for 2026. This removes the need for
COVID vaccinations to be delivered via a PCN. Practices will still be able to deliver just the flu
programme. GPCE continue to raise the impact that lack of uplift to item of service payments is
having on the viability of both programmes with NHSE.

Rabies — update

Whilst pre-exposure vaccination for rabies for given demographics is listed within the statements of
financial entitlements as being funded via global sum, post-rabies exposure vaccination is not and
therefore does not translate into a vaccination included within the 2021 amendments to the GMS
Regulations, which brought the Vaccination and Immunisations Additional Service into the scope of
the contract.

GPCE wishes to work with both NHSE and public health colleagues to develop an acceptable
resolution that ensures that patients requiring post-exposure rabies vaccination can receive itin a
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safe and timely manner and has written to challenge the interpretation of NHS England’s position
with regards to the contractual requirements for post-exposure rabies vaccination.

mpox - UKHSA has updated its mpox risk assessment following reports of community
transmission in European countries and the USA for the first time. A reminder for clinicians to
remain vigilant and to improve vaccine uptake, in particular for individuals living with HIV.

Local update
The AGM of Leeds LMC took place this month. Highlights from our year can be found in
the Medical Secretary’s annual report.

Mind the Gap

Leeds LMC are still working on closing local commissioning gaps. To support your patients, please
see the “what to expect from your specialist appointment” information on our website and display
our interface poster in your surgery and on your website. BMA template letters and the Leeds LMC
letter on prescribing have been updated and can be accessed by Leeds practices through the
secure section of our website (you will need to register with your NHS email).

Leeds LMC recommends that practices ensure that patient's NHS number and the responsible
clinician’s name is on pushback letters. Template letters can be added as a task template or
uploaded to the integrated word template library on your GPIT system. Please continue to reply to
the relevant clinical service to maintain safety and continuity of care and copy in the trust emails to
any Mind the Gap letters sent: LTHT — |eedsth-tr.refusals@nhs.net, LCH — Ich.refusals@nhs.net,
LYPFT - lypft.primarycare.refusals@nhs.net.

Interface
Leeds LMC is seeking your feedback on prioritising the high-priority issues at the primary
/secondary care interface as set out in the NHS Standard Contract for trusts (SC8,11,12) and
specified by NHSE as ICB commissioner requirements on pp9-15 in the NHS delivery plan for
recovering access to primary care May 2023 p14 and detailed in the NHSE letter to ICBs dated 9
April 2024.
e complete care (including fit notes and discharge letters)
e onward referrals
e call and recall
e clear points of contact
Other priorities covered in the standard NHS contract and in the 2 year delivery plan for recovering
access to primary care include:
e prescriptions
e results
o self-referral route to falls responses services, musculoskeletal services, audiology —
including hearing aid provision, weight management services, community podiatry and
wheelchair and community equipment services (NHS England 2023-24 priorities and
operational planning guidance for direct patient access)

Local enhanced services (LES)

Leeds LMC is gathering views from practices to inform negotiations on locally enhanced services
in Leeds for 2026/27. Please review the BMA list and contact us with your views on
mail@leedsimc.org with the subject header LES.

EPS update- St Gemma's Hospice
As a direct result of collective action, LMC officers worked with St Gemma's Hospice on enabling
EPS functionality, that has now gone live.

Public Health
Tuberculosis — there has been an increase in TB rates in Leeds. Please see the letter from
Leeds City Council for further information and how to refer to the Leed TB pathway.
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CQC Provider Portal

At a meeting with LMC on Tuesday 25th November, the CQC acknowledged the ongoing issues
with their 'CQC Provider Portal'. Where practices are struggling with this, particularly around
registration, they are happy to be contacted for support. Please email the LMC office for the
contact details for our local CQC inspector.

GP Assembly

This took place at a face to face event on Wednesday 5" November and was attended by
representatives from every general practice in Leeds. Topics included: the Leeds provider
partnership report by The Value Circle, establishing a GP provider collaborative board, feedback
from the report of the PCN interviews with Leeds LMC and an update on the 3 Leeds sites who
have taken up the national neighbourhood health implementation pilot. The reports are available
for verified Leeds General Practice staff with an NHS email through the new secure section button
on the Leeds LMC website.

NASGP Locum Deck Leeds LMC would like to encourage practices to consider using NASGP
Locum Deck for booking locum work. Book directly, no agency in the middle, no charge to
practices. More information at https://www.nasgp.org.uk/for-practices/locumdeck/

Patches Online Consultation Platform now has Al care navigator, Urgency Al and Al
translator functionality. Click here for more information and for help setting it up, email
support@patchs.ai

DALs - interpreting service
The email address for providing feedback to DALS is feedback@dals.co.uk. They will need the date, time
and practice in order to investigate.

Sessional GPs
BMA sessional GPs newsletter
News from the National Association of Sessional GPs
Earlier this year, the sessional GPs committee conducted a survey to capture the full scope of GP
underemployment and unemployment across the UK. The findings confirm the severity of the issue and
highlight the urgent need to address the GP workforce crisis.
Save the date
Power in numbers: uniting sessional GPs for change 3 Feb 2026 7-8:30pm. Register your place for the
next national engagement series created to bring sessional GPs together, amplifying your experiences and
ensuring your voice drives the BMA’s work on your behalf.

GP Training
Representation of GP Educators working for NHS England
The BMA is aware of the potential impact of the proposed abolition of NHS England on GPs
working for NHS England as educators, training programme directors and associate deans. The
Chair of the Medical Academic Staff Committee has offered to meet with those affected and to
provide an update on developments. If you would be interested in attending the meeting and
receiving updates from MASC and the NHS England Local Negotiating Committee about the
issues, please email your details to info.masc@bma.org.uk
Thinking of becoming a training practice?
If your practice is interested in becoming a training practice see here for more information, then
submit your initial application on PARE Apply to become a GP Trainer or Dental Educational
Supervisor linking it to simon.hall21@nhs.net if in Leeds.
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https://www.nasgp.org.uk/news/
https://www.bma.org.uk/events/power-in-numbers-uniting-sessional-gps-for-change?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
mailto:info.masc@bma.org.uk
https://www.yorksandhumberdeanery.nhs.uk/general_practice/educators/new_and_intending_gp_trainer_approval
mailto:simon.hall21@nhs.net

Resident Doctors

BMA Resident Doctors newsletter
GP registrars have the full support of GPCE, general practice and the wider profession during the
strike action. Read:

e GPCE'’s letter for support to GP registrars

e Guidance for practices, LMCs and GP trainers on how practices can support their GP

registrars and manage strike days

e Guidance on striking as a GP registrar
If you or your practice would like to contribute to the strike fund for GP registrars who may need to
use it, you can donate here.

RCGP Events:
AKT preparation courses: 13" January,
SCA preparation courses: 15" January

Appraisals

RCGP guidance on appraisals

Wellbeing

The BMA has launched the GP _support hub - dedicated resources and support for GPs whether
you are overstretched or struggling to find work.

A range of wellbeing and support services are available to doctors, and we encourage anybody
who is feeling under strain to seek support, such as the BMA'’s counselling and peer support
services, NHS practitioner health service and non-medical support services such as Samaritans.
The organisation Doctors in Distress also provides mental health support for health workers in the
UK. We have produced a poster with 10 top tips to help support the wellbeing of you and your
colleagues.

The Cameron Fund supports GPs and their families in times of financial need and the RCGP also
has information on GP wellbeing support.

Visit the BMA'’s wellbeing support services page or call 0330 123 1245 for wellbeing support.

GPMplus - GPMplus Wellbeing Support Services and free mentoring from GPMplus

BMA resources
The BMA’s GP campaign webpage
Practical advice for GP practices
GPCE Updated Safe Working Guidance Handbook
Read more about the work of GPC England
See the latest update on X @BMA _GP and read about BMA in the media

Leeds LMC Surveys

Leeds Primary Secondary care Interface priorities — rank the top 4 priorities in Leeds LMC survey

Events
RCGP events:
RCGP Minor Surgery Skills (Entry level) in London: 8-9™ January or 13-14" January 2026
BMA events:
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https://bma-mail.org.uk/t/cr/AQiEtRUQkdwfGP____8HRF8-K474kCztSfWt2od4P-JzPRKwWzlQGnCcVvQuYhA#anchor89
https://i.emlfiles4.com/cmpdoc/2/5/8/0/5/3/files/13990_support.pdf?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1J,1
https://www.bma.org.uk/our-campaigns/resident-doctor-campaigns/pay-in-england/guidance-for-gp-practices-trainers-and-lmcs-during-industrial-action-in-england?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
https://www.bma.org.uk/our-campaigns/resident-doctor-campaigns/pay-in-england/guidance-for-gp-practices-trainers-and-lmcs-during-industrial-action-in-england?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
https://www.bma.org.uk/our-campaigns/resident-doctor-campaigns/pay-in-england/resident-doctors-guide-to-industrial-action-in-england/striking-as-a-gp-registrar?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
https://bmastrikefund.raiselysite.com/?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1I6UF,1
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/events
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/your-career/revalidation/supporting-information-guidance
https://www.bma.org.uk/our-campaigns/gp-campaigns/workforce/support-for-gps-tackling-unemployment-and-underemployment-together
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/your-wellbeing/wellbeing-support-services/counselling-and-peer-support-services
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/your-wellbeing/wellbeing-support-services/counselling-and-peer-support-services
https://www.practitionerhealth.nhs.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://doctors-in-distress.org.uk/
https://i.emlfiles4.com/cmpdoc/2/5/8/0/5/3/files/11922_wellbeing-gps.pdf
https://www.cameronfund.org.uk/
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/membership/gp-wellbeing
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/your-wellbeing/wellbeing-support-services/sources-of-support-for-your-wellbeing
https://gpmplus.co.uk/
https://www.bma.org.uk/our-campaigns/gp-campaigns#england
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices/managing-workload/safe-working-in-general-practice
https://www.bma.org.uk/what-we-do/committees/general-practitioners-committee/england-general-practitioners-committee
https://twitter.com/BMA_GP?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.bma.org.uk/bma-media-centre
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=slTDN7CF9UeyIge0jXdO4z_58Za_gklPt0GCWIvOJ3dUMlBIR0hXSUlUR1NYOUM5WjM4V1NaTlFQRC4u
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/events
https://royalcollegeofgeneralpractitioners.my.site.com/event/a2kWS000000TUc7/ev05989?recordId=a2kWS000000TUc7&utm_source=rcgpwebsite&utm_medium=listing&utm_campaign=events
https://royalcollegeofgeneralpractitioners.my.site.com/event/a2kWS000000TUa8/ev05866?recordId=a2kWS000000TUa8&utm_source=rcgpwebsite&utm_medium=listing&utm_campaign=events
https://www.bma.org.uk/events

Power in numbers: uniting sessional GPs for change 3 Feb 2026 7-8:30pm. Register your place
Private practice conference 13 February 2026 — find out more
Public health medicine conference 19 March 2026 — find out more and register

CURRENT KEY DISCUSSION AREAS BY THE LMC
.... please contact the LMC Office for current status or to contribute your views....

Identifying Local Commissioning Gaps

Advice and Guidance principles for Leeds

Primary secondary care interface priorities for Leeds — LMC survey
Development of a Leeds Provider Partnership — closer working between
LYPFT and LCH

Development of a Leeds GP Provider Collaborative board

e Feedback on the Leeds Community Diabetes Service

e General Practice Outcomes Programme (GPOP) negotiations for 2026
onwards

GENERAL INFORMATION DISTRIBUTED TO PRACTICES THIS MONTH

As 2025 draws to a close, the Leeds LMC officer team would like to take this opportunity to thank
you and your teams for your continued input and engagement. In 2026 we look forward to
continuing to represent Leeds General Practice - working constructively with system partners to
navigate major changes, and safeguarding safe and sustainable services for our patients, whilst
advocating for the stability, safe working, clear commissioning and effective interface
arrangements that General Practice needs.

Listed below is the information the LMC has sent to Practices recently. If for any reason you would
like another copy and/or further information, please contact us.

Register for access to the secure website area for Leeds General Practices
Leeds LMC survey: Primary Secondary care Interface priorities

Advice and Guidance specialist tests survey — now closed

BMA guidance on the contractual requlations from 1 October 25

Closer working announced between LYPFT and LCH

Updates for Leeds practices on the secure section of Leeds LMC website:
= Leeds PCN and LMC Interviews report - readiness for neighbourhood health
= Final report on the Leeds Provider Partnership by The Value Circle

Practice vacancies at https://leedsimc.org/job-vacancies/

New useful documents on www.leedslmc.org

LMC ViewPoint is published by Leeds Local Medical Committee Limited
Registered Office: 2 Farrar Lane, Leeds, West Yorkshire. LS16 7AA
Tel: 0113 295 1460 fax: 0113 295 1461 email: mail@leedsimc.org website: www.leedsimc.org Twitter: @LeedsImc
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https://www.bma.org.uk/events/power-in-numbers-uniting-sessional-gps-for-change?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
https://www.bma.org.uk/events/private-practice-conference-2026?utm_campaign=525158_11122025%20NEWSLETTER%20GPs%20England%20M&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
https://www.bma.org.uk/events/public-health-medicine-conference-2026?utm_campaign=524274_05122025%20Public%20Health%20Medicine%20Conference%202026%20Registration%20CMP-05931-S0L4N&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association%20%28Comms%20Engagment%29&dm_i=7IPW,B97Q,1997ZV,1HN1B,1
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=slTDN7CF9UeyIge0jXdO4z_58Za_gklPt0GCWIvOJ3dUMlBIR0hXSUlUR1NYOUM5WjM4V1NaTlFQRC4u
https://leedslmc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Leeds-NHS-Trust-alignment-update-for-partners-December-2025.pdf
https://leedslmc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Leeds-NHS-Trust-alignment-update-for-partners-December-2025.pdf
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NsL9ZuOfO0-dgwoo2UuqJYKyJZAuAvZGg9Wvnd5ZNypUN1IxRjM5TllEWFFaVzYzV1VWTzFHU1U4Mi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=slTDN7CF9UeyIge0jXdO4z_58Za_gklPt0GCWIvOJ3dUMlBIR0hXSUlUR1NYOUM5WjM4V1NaTlFQRC4u
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices/gp-service-provision/gp-access-meeting-the-reasonable-needs-of-patients
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleedslmc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F12%2FLeeds-NHS-Trust-alignment-update-for-partners-December-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cgwynelias%40nhs.net%7C0807d70add3541769dbe08de417743f2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639020177652439876%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gWQBrrUB1ldu%2FDAt6Nbg%2Bx%2BdXj0tOosC0znCVpJwAKY%3D&reserved=0
https://leedslmcltd.sharepoint.com/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://leedslmc.org/job-vacancies/
http://www.leedslmc.org/
mailto:mail@leedslmc.org
http://www.leedslmc.org/
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